THE ASBESTOS TRAGEDY 


An estimated 20,000 Clydeside shipyard workers have caught incurable 
asbestos-related diseases since the 2nd World War. Many many women have caught 
these diseases because they were exposed to the deadly substance through contact 
with their men, eg when they washed their workclothes. It is now known that ordinary 
members of the public have been contaminated. Schools and other public buildings 
are full of asbestos. Strathclyde Region is trying to remove asbestos from all public 
buildings but the firms they employ to do the work aren't being monitored properly and 
they're putting the public at great risk. A schoolteacher recently died of mesothelioma 
who taught for thirty years in the Govan and surrounding area. Loose asbestos was 
found in a Glasgow school playground in August. In Australia we now have reports of 
children dying of asbestos-related diseases. This horror must stop. 

CLYDESIDE ACTION ON ASBESTOS does not want to scare-monger. All we 
ask is that the authorities acknowledge the full-scale nature of the tragedy and do what 
they can to help the victims and put an end to future suffering. Other countries have 
already banned asbestos - Switzerland, Finland, Norway and Sweden; and Germany 
and Italy are in the process of it. We aren't asking for much. 

Victims of asbestos disease don't get proper medical treatment and care. The 
terminally ill don't even have a hospice. They spend their last days fighting for their 
welfare rights from the DSS instead of being allowed to cope with the mental torture of 
having a disease which is incurable and which they know they'll die from sooner or 
later. The doctors are extremely reluctant even to diagnose these incurable diseases 
because of the legal implications. And the DSS medical authorities will say the victim 
has some other disease altogether because they don't want to pay out disablement 
benefits and allowances to the victims. 

And all the time this is happening the asbestos industry is being allowed to 
continue using their deadly product, poisoning our children and contaminating tens of 
thousands of people. Govan is one of the blackspots on the asbestos map of the world. 

The people of Govan must seek a pledge from their local politicians, that they 
will do everything in their power to stop the carnage and help the victims achieve 
justice, and commit themselves to put an end to future suffering. 
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PEARCE INSTITUTE PUBLIC MEETING 25TH OCTOBER, 1992 


Chair to open meeting, maybe refer to the leaflet which people will have read, and 
also they will have been aware of the issue from newspapers and television over past 
fortnight: 

Introduce the candidates who will be allowed 10 to 15 minutes each to speak on their 
position and their party's position in relation to the issues surrounding asbestos and 
asbestos-victims; but they will not speak until after the following. 


JK to deliver his then after it's read back to Chair who will maybe refer to the City Halls 
EGM. Bert referring to John Todd’s family; Mary McGroary's family; Peter Toner's 
family. Williamina Watkins family etc; how families have been wiped out? 

Maybe here invite Pat McCrystal (if able to make it) to come from the floor and say a 
bit. Then John Todd to follow Pat. 

Maybe now allow the candidates; introduce them. 10 to 15 minutes each. (Strict) 

Come back from the platform on what the candidates have said. Maybe here also the 
time to refer to the Charter and get their signatures formally. 

Then throw it open: 
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